Constitution of the lowa Democratic Party
As Amended by the 2008 State Convention

Preamble

We, the people of the lowa Democratic Party, ireotd organize and perpetuate a
representative, effective, and responsible paggozation in the State of lowa, advance the
interests of the Democratic Party nationally, saséad advance the principles of social justice
and democracy, and uphold civil rights, civil libes, and constitutional government, do
establish this Constitution of the lowa Democr&aty.

Article | - Name and Membership
Section 1 - NameThis organization shall be known as the lowa DeaciParty.

Section 2 - Eligibility to ParticipateAll persons at least 18 years of age as of the afatee next
General Election who are residents of lowa, whgsupthe purposes of the lowa Democratic
Party, and who are registered Democrats, or whistexgat the time of their request to
participate in the process in question as Demacshtd| be eligible to participate as members of
this organization.

Section 3 - Young Persomall young persons who are not eligible to votehe hext General
Election, who are residents of lowa, and who suipjher purposes of the Democratic Party of
lowa shall be eligible to participate as full pamigmbers except for voting and holding of
elective positions within the party, or as reséitby lowa law.

Section 4 - Membersinless specifically denied such right by law, a#mbers of the lowa
Democratic Party shall be eligible to participatell activities of the Party; shall be eligible to
be elected as delegates to conventions; shalidiblelto be elected to an office in the lowa
Democratic Party; and shall be eligible to voteaoy motion, resolution, nomination, or election
affecting the lowa Democratic Party at any meetaagicus, conference, or convention in the
state, districts, counties, or precincts, providemnlyever, that such person shall have been
elected to a position of such authority and thahattime of such service, holding office, and/or
voting, such person shall be a resident withingiaegraphic boundaries of the political
subdivision he or she represents.

Article Il - Precinct Caucuses

Section 1 - Party Foundatiof®recinct caucuses shall compose the foundatidmeof t
organizational structure of the lowa DemocratictyPar

Section 2 - In Even-Numbered Yegmecinct caucuses shall be held each even-numlgeszd
upon a call issued by the State Chair of the loweBcratic Party, which call shall be subject to
the approval of the State Central Committee ofthgty. The State Chair shall issue the call at
least 90 days before the date of the precinct camscurhe call shall be issued to all County
Central Committee officers and all major news mexlidne state. The call shall also specify the
dates and times for the County, District, and stateventions. A precinct caucus shall be
convened for each precinct within the state. Irsiolential election years County Central
Committees shall arrange for the caucus sites dogpto the following priority order:

A. Precinct caucuses shall be held at public mgéacilities or sites used for public meetings
located within the precinct boundaries where pdssib



B. If no public meeting facility is available withthe precinct boundaries, a public meeting
facility in an adjacent or nearby precinct may Bedi In non-presidential years, county central
committees may arrange for several precinct casciosmeet at a common site. Each precinct
will conduct separate business at that site. Pubdieting facilities shall be used whenever
possible. Notification of each precinct caucus Idbalas prescribed by law.

Section 3 - Responsibilitie¥hose members of the lowa Democratic Party in ddeoe who are
eligible to vote at a caucus, as provided by tlaeusts of the State of lowa shall:

A. Elect by majority vote precinct committeepersaris shall serve on the County Central
Committee. The number of precinct committeeperstiadl normally be two for each precinct.
County Central Committee Constitutions may provateadditional Central Committee
Members based on the weighting required by Arttlé Section 7.

The initial elections to fill such additional paseits shall occur at the precinct caucuses of an
even-numbered year.

B. May elect by majority vote, alternate precinatranitteepersons who shall serve, as specified
herein, on the County Central Committee in placeleted precinct committeepersons unable
to fulfill their responsibilities.

C. Elect delegates and alternate delegates tosapréhe precinct in a County Convention.

D. Discuss and may indicate priorities regardinghsissues of national, state, and local
importance or interest as those in attendance retgymdine. Resolutions or issue statements
adopted by a precinct caucus shall be forwardede@ounty Platform Committee in the
manner and as directed in the packet of informatiravided by the Party.

E. Elect by majority vote (from the delegates andlternate delegates to the County
Convention) members and alternate members of #ittoRh Committee and the Committee on
Committees for such Convention - to represent astlthe votes to which the precinct is entitled
on those committees and their subcommittees. wdtermembers of the convention Committees
may only replace an elected member from the saemmmt who is unable to fulfill their
responsibilities.

F. Transact such other party business as may cefoeehit.

Section 4 - Meetings in Odd-Numbered Yehltsetings shall be held upon the call of the State
Chair with the approval of the State Central Corntemitin the first quarter of odd-numbered
years, within precincts and/or jointly in centralizconvenient locations within counties, and by
vote of those members of the lowa Democratic Rargttendance, shall:

A. Discuss and may indicate priorities regardingptations on such issues of national, state, and
local importance or interest as those in attendamg determine; and forward such resolutions
to the County and State Platform Committees foh@gation as their members may wish to take.

B. Nominate a committeeperson if a vacancy hasroedun that post between the election year
caucus and the off-year meeting. The committeeparsminated at the off-year meeting shall
stand for election by the County Central Committeel if elected, serve until the completion of
the term of the predecessor.

Article Il — County Central Committees and Conventions



Section 1 - County Central Committees - Structiliree County Central Committee, composed
of committeepersons elected at the precinct cag¢gball meet and organize at their biennial
organizational meeting. Members term of office hafjin immediately following the start of

the biennial organizational meeting and shall cargifor two years until the successor is elected
and qualified; unless he or she is sooner remoyatdCounty Central Committee for non-
residency, inattention to duty, incompetence, @psut of a candidate for public office who is
running against a candidate nominated by the loemd&xratic Party.

The biennial organizational meeting shall be witien (10) days of the date of the County
Convention, before or after, unless the County ¢@ommittee Constitution provides that the
organizational meeting take place in the odd nuetbgear. County Central Committees holding
their organizational meeting in the odd-numbereat @hall meet and organize at a time set by
the County Central Committee between March 1 andl Ap

Members of the County Central Committee assembflad ®rthwith elect a Chair, a Vice-

Chair, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and such otheedffas they may deem necessary. Such
officers need not be selected from County Centoah@ittee membership; however, they shall
be qualified voting members of the lowa DemocrR@éety. The term of office for each officer
shall begin immediately upon election by the Coudgntral Committee, and shall continue for
two years, and until the successor is elected aatifigd; unless he or she is sooner removed by
the County Central Committee for non-residencytta@rdion to duty, incompetence, or support
of a candidate for public office who is running eng& a candidate nominated by the lowa
Democratic Party.

Vacancies on the Committee shall be filled as spossible from alternate precinct
committeepersons as per Article I, Section 3, 8atisn B following majority vote of the

County Central Committee attending any official coittee meeting provided that due notice of
such election was previously given. An alternatcprct committee person may also serve as a
substitute at a regular meeting or portion of ara¢éicommittee meeting if the elected committee
member is unable to attend.

If no alternate precinct committeepersons are eteat the precinct caucuses, the vacancy shall
be filled as soon as possible and by majority wdt€ounty Central Committee attending any
official committee meeting provided that due noti¢esuch election was previously given.

The term of office of alternate County Central Coittee members elected to fill a vacancy
pursuant to either of the two preceding paragraginesl] begin immediately following their
election and shall continue until the successetdasted and qualified; unless he or she is sooner
removed by the County Central Committee for nomdesgcy, inattention to duty, incompetence,
or support of a candidate for public office whausning against a candidate nominated by the
lowa Democratic Party.

Section 2 - County Central Committees - Meeti@minty Central Committees shall meet at
least once every three (3) months. The Committeg mamajority vote of those committee
members attending any official committee meetinggad the Chair to call regular meetings at
times and places selected by the Committee. The €lnal cause notice of such meetings to be
mailed (postal or electronic) to each member afidesfof the Committee at least seven (7) days
before the date set for each meeting. Upon reag@ipetition signed by twenty-five (25)

percent of the members of the County Central Cotemithe Chair shall call a special meeting
which must be held within twelve (12) days of teeeipt of such petition. The Chair shall cause



notice of such meetings to be mailed (postal artedaic) to each member and officer of the
Committee at least seven (7) days before the @at®issuch meeting.

Section 3 - Conventions/Responsibiliti€sunty Conventions by vote of the accredited
delegates shall:

A. Elect delegates and alternate delegates tottte Sonvention. Such delegates and alternate
delegates so elected shall also represent theycattite Congressional District Convention. No
delegates to District or State Conventions shallagent less than one vote.

B. Approve, adopt, and may indicate priorities relgag county resolutions.

C. Elect members and alternates to Congressiosali@iConvention Committees. At least ten
(10) days prior to the County Convention, eachhefdonvention committees shall nominate
individuals to serve on the corresponding commidtiene District Convention. At the County
Convention further nominations may be acceptectet alternates to District Convention
Committees may only replace an elected conventiomaittee member from their own county.

D. Transact such other party business as may cefoedithe convention.
Article IV - Legislative District Organization

No provision in the Constitution shall prevent Legtive Districts from organizing for purposes
consistent with the Constitution and regulatiortsdeevn by the State Central Committee.

Article V - Congressional District Committees and @nventions
Sectionl - Congressional District Central Commitee

A. Congressional District Central Committees skaist. The membership shall consist of the
six District Committeepersons on the State Cef@ahmittee, and one person for each 5,000
votes cast for the Democratic candidate for Cormgireghe last two General Elections. Each
county shall have at least three members.

B. One member shall be the County Chair or the IGhdésignee. Others shall be elected by the
County Central Committee at their first regular tiregfollowing their biennial organizational
meeting specified in Article Ill, Section 1.

C. One member from each county shall be specificabponsible for finances and another for
issues and research. The Chair of the District i@e@ommittee shall be elected by the District
Central Committee from among the District Commipersons on the State Central Committee.
The primary purpose of the District Central Comagtshall be the election of a Democratic
member of Congress. The District Central Commitea| also be responsible for assisting the
election of legislators from districts which crassinty lines.

D. Each County may elect alternates to the distoohmittee to serve as substitutes at District
Central Committee meetings if the elected commiperson is unable to attend. The number of
alternates should not exceed twice the number pdréipned county representatives to the
district committee. It is the responsibility of theunty chair and the elected representative to
notify an alternate if they are to be a substifatehem at a given meeting.

E. The District Central Committee shall hold a mmiom of one meeting every three months. A
report of the financial status of programs of th@&&Central Committee as well as a financial
status of the district shall be presented.



F. The District Central Committee shall conducisdratt workshop in odd-numbered years
which shall be open to all active Democrats. Thiskshop may be one of the required
meetings.

G. The Chair of the District Central Committee $pabpose programs of activities for the
Committee.

Section 2 - Conventions, Call and Apportionmé&ingressional District Conventions,
composed of delegates elected at County Conventiorepresent their respective counties at
such District Conventions, shall be held each ewembered year within the Congressional
Districts. The State Chair shall, subject to thprapal of the State Central Committee, issue a
call for such conventions in the same manner atideatame time that the call for precinct
caucuses is issued. The number of votes to which eaunty shall be entitled in such
conventions shall be the same as for the State €2iowv as based upon the weighting required
by Article VIII, Section 7.

Section 3 - Conventions, Responsibilitiesstrict Conventions, by vote of their accredited
delegates present, shall:

A. Elect six district committeepersons, by majotitte, three of whom shall be men and three
of whom shall be women, who shall represent sustricli on the State Central Committee of the
Democratic Party of lowa, and whose terms of offball commence immediately following the
next State Convention, and shall continue for twarg, and until his or her successor is elected
and qualified.

B. Elect from the delegates and/or alternate dédsgaom such District to the State Convention,
members and alternates of all committees for suaivéntion, to represent and cast the votes to
which such District is entitled on such committe&isleast fifteen (15) days prior to the District
Convention each of the Convention Committees stmaflinate individuals to serve on the
corresponding committees of the State Conventiathé District Convention further
nominations may be accepted. Elected alternat8tate Convention Committees may only
replace an elected convention committee member fh@mn own district.

The number of members and alternates on all comesitio the State Convention from each
Congressional District shall be determined by tte#eSCentral Committee for the lowa
Democratic Party, in advance of the District Cortiars, based upon the weighting
requirements of Article VIII, Section 7.

C. Transact such other party business that may t@&foee them.
Section 4 - Convention Committees' Formation angpBesibilities:

A. Each District Convention shall be lead by DtiCommittees on Arrangements, Credentials,
Rules and Nominations, and Platform.

B. The State Chair shall, in consultation with 8tate Central Committee, apportion
membership on the above District Convention Conaegtto the counties within each district in
keeping with the provisions of Article VIII, Secticr.

C. Members of the above District Convention Comgeittshall be elected by county
conventions; the right to elect District Conventi@ommittee members being apportioned to
preference groups within county conventions whiistide into preference groups, else election
shall be by the convention as a whole.



D. At their first meeting each District Conventi@ommittee shall elect a number of members to
a Temporary similar State Convention Committeeesexiad, and as provided herein. The fruits
of the work of the Temporary Committee shall bevpted to the Permanent State Convention
Committee before the first permanent Committee mgetsufficiently in advance for timely
consideration.

E. Each District Convention Committee shall nomenat the District Convention those
members of the committee which it recommends baedeto serve on the corresponding
permanent Committee of the State Convention; eledieing apportioned to preference groups
within District Conventions which divide into preé&ace groups, else election shall be by the
convention as a whole.

F. Each District Convention Committee shall makegort to the District Convention for the
consideration and action of the District Convention

G. Members of State Convention Committees shatydartheir State Committee meetings
reports of the priority concerns and formal actiohthe District Convention and Committee for
the consideration of the State Committees. Suatrteghall include recommendations on how
to improve the lowa Democratic Party's Caucus/Cotiga Process in future years.

Section 5 - National Convention Delegates' Electiareach Presidential election year, District
Conventions shall elect their District's proporats share of 75% of lowa's delegates and
alternate delegates to the National DemocraticitRragal Convention.

The State Central Committee shall determine thebsuirof delegates to be elected from each
District according to the weighting requirementshoticle VI, Section 7.

Article VI - State Central Committee and Convention

Section 1 - State Central Committee AuthorfTtye State Central Committee of the lowa
Democratic Party shall be the governing body ofRhety when the State Convention is in
adjournment; however, such actions by the Stater@&leDdommittee shall be in accord with the
expressed policies of the State Convention anghasions of this Constitution.

Section 2 - State Central Committee Structiitee State Central Committee shall be composed
as follows: The District Committeepersons from e@dmgressional District, the National
Committeepersons, the Chair of the State Affirmathction Committee, the President of the
lowa Young Democrats, State Rules Chair, StatddphatChair, and the Black, Latino, Pacific
Islander/Asian, Disability, Stonewall, American iad, and Armed Forces Veterans caucuses
representatives. These Committee members shatitlikeé to vote on all policy matters not in
conflict with the Code of the State of lowa. Thea&, Latino, Pacific Islander/Asian, Disability,
Stonewall, American Indian, and Armed Forces Veter@aucuses shall consist of all of each
minority's delegates respectively to the State @atien. Each Caucus shall meet one half hour
after the start of the seating of delegates om#yeof each State Convention and shall then elect
a Caucus Chair by a majority vote and a Caucus-Eltair, also by a majority vote, to be their
representatives on the State Central Committee rd@$ults of the said elections shall be
reported to and ratified by the entire Convent®oth the Caucus Chair and Vice-Chair shall be
members of the State Central Committee. The CavdmgsChair shall only vote in the absence
of the Caucus Chair.



Election of officers: The Committee shall meet anglanize no later than thirty (30) days
following the adjournment of the State Conventiglembers of the state Central Committee
shall elect a Chair, Vice-Chair, a Secretary, aiidemsurer and such other officers that they may
deem necessary within ninety (90) days following gieneral election. Such officers need not be
members of the State Central Committee howevey, ithest be eligible members of the lowa
Democratic Party. The term of office of each offiskall be for two years and until his or her
successor is elected and qualified.

Meetings of Committee: The State Central Commites| meet at least once every three (3)
months. Meetings of the Committee may be callethbyChair as deemed necessary. Regular
meetings at stated times and places may be scluelolyile majority vote of the Committee in
attendance at an official meeting. A special meetiithe Committee may be called by any ten
(10) members of the Committee, provided they camde mailed to all other members and
officers of the State Central Committee a signddipe designating the time and place proposed
for such meeting, which shall be held no less than(5) days after the mailing of the petition.
The State Chair shall cause five (5) days noticenby or three (3) days notice by electronic
mail or telephone, to be given to each member dinckoof the Committee for all other
meetings, regular or special. Quorum: The Statdr@eGommittee shall conduct no business in
the absence of a quorum, which shall consist ahals majority of the voting members.

Elected and Party Leaders: The Democratic floatdea the House of Representatives and
Senate of the lowa General Assembly, and the Deat®bolding offices of Governor,
Lieutenant Governor, and Speaker of the Housegldated representative of the Democratic
County Elected Officials Organization, and the tddadepresentative of the Association of
Democratic County Executives shall be extendedhvamation and may attend all meetings
regular or special of the State Central Committeexi-officio, nonvoting status.

Section 3 - Members' Terms and Vacancldse term of office of a member of the State Central
Committee shall begin immediately following the@djnment of the State Convention and shall
continue for two years and until his or her sucoesselected and qualified. When there is a
vacancy on the State Central Committee which hasroed other than at the expiration of a
regular term, a new member shall be elected byjarityaof votes cast by the County Chairs
and County Vice-Chairs of the Congressional Distriavhich the vacancy occurs. These
County Central Committee officers shall cast thenbar of votes allotted to their respective
counties in the last previous State Conventioa.@hair and Vice-Chair from the same county
cannot agree on a candidate, each shall be alloweakt one-half of the number of votes to
which their county is entitled for the candidateh@f or her choice.

A member of the State Central Committee may be vexhdy majority vote of the State Central
Committee for failure to attend three consecutitateSCentral Committee meetings without a
valid excuse, non-residency, or for support of edadate for public office who is running
against a candidate nominated by the lowa Demadpatity.

Officer Vacancies: Vacancies in the Chair, Vice-iGaecretary, Treasurer, and other elective
offices of the State Central Committee shall dediby the State Central Committee upon a
majority vote of the members present and votingnadfficial meeting for which prior notice of
the election was properly made in the call forrieeting.

National Committeepersons: The allotted number aidhal Committeepersons shall be elected
by a majority vote of the delegates to the Statev@ntion held during presidential years. The



term of office shall be for a period of four yearsd until their successors are elected at the next
Presidential Convention. Vacancies in the officalldbe filled by the State Central Committee
upon a majority vote of the members present anmgeit an official meeting for which prior
notice of the election was properly made in théfoalthe meeting. The National
Committeeperson so elected by the State Centrain@tbee shall serve out the term of the
vacancy except in the event the vacancy occurs fwrithe State Convention in a non-
presidential year. Then the term so filled shafliexat the close of the State Statutory
Convention next following such vacancy and the giates at that Convention shall elect the
National Committeeperson to fill out the remaintagm of vacancy.

Section 4 - State Chair and Vice-Chaihe State Chair's duties shall be those of a chief
executive officer. The Chair of the lowa Democrdtarty may be paid a salary or serve in a
voluntary capacity. Candidates for the Office ob@must report prior to the election, to the
central committee, whether they intend their sertacbe paid or to be voluntary. He or she may
provide for the employment of any office persormatessary. Employment of personnel by the
State Chair shall be subject to the approval ofStade Central Committee. The State Vice-Chair
shall assume the duties of the State Chair duhagdfficer's absence.

Section 5 - Secretaryhe Secretary shall be in charge of all files aawbrds of the Party, and it
shall be his or her duty to prepare necessary dentsnand preserve such files and records as
may be necessary.

Section 6 - Treasureithe Treasurer, in concert with the State Centrah@dtee, shall

determine who shall have custody of the fundsHerRarty which shall be under the control of
the State Central Committee. He or she shall caugien accounts of receipts and
disbursements to be prepared prior to each regudating of the State Central Committee.
These written accounts shall be a record of a#tipgs and disbursements subsequent to the last
previous report and shall be presented to the mendf¢he State Central Committee at each
regular meeting. He or she shall also make a regaadtal receipts and disbursements
subsequent to the last previous State Conventiaeath State Convention. Bonds and Audit:
The Treasurer, and any other officer or employee my be responsible for the handling of the
State Central Committee funds shall be under btbredamount to be determined by the State
Central Committee. The State Central Committed shale an audit of all financial records and
transactions of the State Central Committee acsaiorbe made by a certified public accountant
at least once in each calendar year, and at sheh tines as may be directed by the State
Central Committee. A copy of each audit shall b& s each member and officer of the State
Central Committee upon completion.

Section 7 - State Convention Poweérke State Convention is the supreme governing lobdy
the lowa Democratic Party.

Section 8 - State Convention Cadllach even-numbered year the State Chair shallestuig the
approval of the State Central Committee of theyR@&@sue a call for the State Convention in the
same manner and at the same time as the calldomgt caucuses, setting forth:

A. The number of delegates to which each countil beaentitled in that Convention shall be
based upon the weighting required by Article V8kction 7.

B. The time and place of such convention.
C. All other available information and documentseassary for the conduct of such convention.



The State Chair shall cause such call to be m&ledl members of the State Central Committee,
and to the Chair and Vice-Chair of each County &@ommittee.

Section 9 - State Convention Responsibilifidee State Convention by vote of its accredited
delegates present, shall:

A. Approve, adopt, and may indicate priorities wiéispect to a party platform.
B. Determine all other matters of party concern.

C. In each year, when the election of the offic€dsident of the United States is to be held, the
State Convention shall:

1) Elect 25% of the delegates and alternate dededatthe National Democratic Convention
and,

2) Elect the National Committeepersons by majoritie of the convention.

Section 10 - Convention Committe&ke State Convention shall be led by State Comesitten
Arrangements, Credentials, Rules and Nominatiams Rdatform. Each Committee shall consist
of those members elected at the Congressionali@iStonventions and all members shall be
entitled to cast one vote. The Committees shaially meet at a time and place selected by the
State Chair, which shall be at least twenty-five)(@ays prior to the date designated for the
convening of the State Convention. All meetingalldhe open to the public; shall be widely
publicized by the State Chair, and shall be helpl@tes easily accessible to those wishing to
attend meetings of the Committees.

The Platform Committee membership shall also ineliiee Democratic Governor or the
Governor’s representative, the Democratic lead¢h®fSenate, the Democratic leader of the
House, and such at-large members as may be selpctbd State Chair with the approval of the
State Central Committee of the Party. In no evam]l the at-large members of the committee
constitute more than twenty percent (20%) of tleeteld members of the Committee. The
Committee shall consider but not necessarily inelundits report, all platform planks and
resolutions adopted at Congressional District Catigas held in that year. A copy of the party
platform proposed by the Platform Committee shaldlstributed to each delegate elected to the
State Convention not less than seven (7) days furittre date designated for the convening of
the State Convention.

Section 11 - State Convention Committee Vacan€iesState Chair shall, in concert with and
subject to the approval of the State Central Comemiof the lowa Democratic Party appoint
such special convention committee members that hawvbeen elected by the District
Conventions at least twenty-five (25) days priotite day designated for the convening of the
State Convention. The State Chair shall appoint begato such committees from a list of
nominees for each Congressional District. Each @msjonal District shall be represented on
each committee and members of said committee lsbal/enly distributed, as nearly as
possible, among the Congressional District.

Article VII - Restrictions on Delegates Prohibited



Section 1 - InstructiondNo delegate to any County, District, State, or dizdi Convention may
be bound to the instructions of the precinct cau@asinty, District, or State Convention by
which such delegates were elected.

Section 2 - Unit RuleNo delegate may be required, by a majority of tleeniers of his or her
delegation, to vote as a majority determines, utiteet'Unit Rule.”

Section 3 - Restriction®o delegate certified by the Credentials Committeany County,
District, State, or National Convention shall beity manner prohibited or restricted from
voting on any matter before such convention.

Section 4 - Fees\o delegate’s right to fully participate or voteany convention shall be
dependent on the payment of a delegate fee.

Article VIII - Delegate and Committee Selection Praedure

Section 1 - Proportional Representatidkll caucuses, conventions, committees, and
Democratic Party Officials shall take such pradtgtaps as may be within their legitimate power
to assure that all caucuses, conventions, and ctbeesishall include: men, women, various age
groups, racial minority groups, economic groupsl mapresentatives of identifiable
geographically defined populations - all in readneaelationship to the proportions in which

the groups are found in the populations of thegeiye constituencies. In the spirit of the
above, all caucuses, conventions, and committdéala® endeavor to include citizens of all
national origins, ethnic identities, religions, gakorientations, gender identities, and
disabilities.

Section 2 - Majority and Minority Viewpoint®elegates to all conventions shall reflect, as
accurately as possible, the varying majority andanmty viewpoints of those engaged in the
delegate selection process. A convention or préciauacus shall, when at least 15% of the
delegates present desire to form a single prefergraup, (except for the purpose of selecting
national delegates in which case the proportioti beaset by the Democratic National
Convention delegate selection rules); divide immu@s in order to elect delegates, alternate
delegates, and convention committee members amuhale members to the next level under the
following provisions:

A. The number of representatives to the succeeambngention to be apportioned to each group
shall be determined by taking the ratio of eacligoesice group's size, the size of the total
precinct caucus or convention, and applying thiéo ta the total number of representatives to be
chosen.

B. In presidential years, each precinct caucuscamgention shall be apportioned by presidential
candidate preference group.

C. In gubernatorial years conventions may be appwtl by candidate, issue, or other category.
D. Nominations shall be made by each preferencepgro

E. No more than a simple majority of the natior@iention delegates or alternate delegates
shall be elected at one time.

F. When convention delegates and alternates actedlby preference group, and more than six
(6) representatives of the convention's commitéeego be elected, those committee members



and alternate members shall be apportioned torééference groups in the same manner as the
delegates.

G. Convention rules shall contain clear provisitorsachieving gender balance within
preference groups in keeping with the National Dematic Party requiring that the lowa
delegation to the National Convention be gendearizadd as a whole, and within each
presidential preference group. The chair of the @dtee on Rules and Nominations shall
explain the provisions for achieving gender balaodie convention.

Section 3 - Naming Own Replaceméntcase a delegate may be temporarily or permanentl
absent from the proceedings of any conventiondédiegate may choose a temporary or
permanent replacement from among the alternatéeealelegate's preference group. If the
delegate refuses or is unable to select a replatethe delegation shall choose one of the
alternates from the same preference group to rephat delegate. Elected convention alternates
need not be present to be accredited.

Section 4 - National Convention Delegat€sndidates for the position of delegate or alternat
delegate to the Democratic National Conventionldiealequired to submit a petition which is to
be filed with the State Chair twelve (12) days lefihe Convention or the Chair of the
Nominating Committee at the Convention. A petitided with the State Chair shall be signed

by one percent or 250 signatures, whichever is tddhe delegates to the Convention. All
petitions shall contain an affidavit from the pdesitial candidate's state or district represergativ
that they do not disapprove of the candidate exitegitno affidavit is required for uncommitted
delegate candidates. A valid petition for the nadilalelegate position shall be considered a valid
petition for the national alternate delegate positi

Section 5 - Nominee of the Partg:all cases where a Convention or Committee elbets
nominee of the Party, the nominee shall be eldayesl majority vote of those delegates or
members present and voting. In the instance of@nreened Convention, the delegates and
alternates shall be those originally elected toGbavention; preference affiliations of alternates
being of no consequence unless such affiliatiom&jmeto candidates for the office in question.

Legislative District Central Committee: In the casea meeting of Legislative District Central
Committee, each precinct committee member presatitcast an equal share of the votes
apportioned to the member's precinct based onuh#ar of votes cast for the Democratic
candidate for the same office in the most recenegd election. The nominee shall be elected
by a majority vote of the votes cast under thispdure.

Section 6 - Temporary Chailthe Temporary Chair of each caucus or conventiattoer Party
committee shall be designated by the County Chgiggreement among the district committee
persons, or by the State Chair, correspondingedetvel of the caucus, convention, or
committee.

Said designees are automatically nominated fotieteto the position of permanent chair of the
caucus, convention, or committee.

Said designees shall work with the person(s) matiagppointment and the staff of the lowa
Democratic Party (at the state convention level) efore the first meeting of the caucus,
committee, or convention to expedite the work talbee by all. The state chair shall designate
the temporary chairs of the state convention cotesstbefore the scheduled date for the
congressional district conventions.



Section 7 - Apportionment of Delegat@gportionment of delegates to conventions and to
district and state convention committees shalldm®rling to a formula which gives equal
weight to the Democratic votes cast in the mostmeelectoral contests for United States
President and the Governor of lowa.

Article IX - Affirmative Action Committees

Section 1 - Structuréfhe State Affirmative Action Committee shall comgsisone member from
each Congressional District elected every two yaadsstrict conventions, three members
appointed by the State Chair and approved by thee &entral Committee, and the Chair of the
State Affirmative Action Committee to be electe@mytwo years at the state convention. The
District Affirmative Action Committees shall consisf the State Affirmative Action Committee
members elected at the district conventions whdl skeve as Chairs of their respective district
committees, and one member from each county witiércongressional district elected every
two years at county conventions. The County Affitiv@Action Committee shall consist of the
District Affirmative Action Committee members eledtat county conventions who shall serve
as Chairs of their respective county committeestarador more additional members elected by
County Central Committees at the first regular nmgefiollowing their biennial organizational
meeting specified in Article 1ll, Section 1.

Section 2 - Responsibilitieshe Affirmative Action Committees shall promote mgtment of
new members into the lowa Democratic Party and @mage their full participation in the
caucus/convention, platform-development, and dédegelection processes, and within central
committees and other party organizations with paldr concern toward those groups which
have been historically under-represented withinide Democratic Party.

Article X - Credentials Challenges

Section 1 - InitiationAny Democrat may challenge any delegate or alteroaitified to any
convention by notifying the County, District, oraB Chair in writing at least ten (10) days
before the date of the Convention. At the same &rnepy of the challenge shall be sent by the
challenger to the delegate or alternate who islehgéd.

Section 2 - Content# challenge shall include the basis for the chaéerthe name and address
of the challenged delegate or alternate, and theerend address of the challenger.

Section 3 - NoticeThe Chair notified of the challenge shall sencchillenges to the Credentials
Committee Chair of the Convention in question anthe delegates or alternates who are
challenged as soon as possible after they areveztei

Section 4 - Call of Meeting:he Chair of the Committee on Credentials shalveoe the
committee at a publicized location at least oner lb@fiore the time when the Convention is to
meet. Both the challenged delegate/alternatelandhallenger shall be notified of the meeting
time and place.

Section 5 - Committee Consideratidie Committee on Credentials shall consider any
statements from the challenger, from the delegatdternate being challenged and from any
other person who wishes to testify on the challeirgbearing a challenge, the Committee on
Credentials may allot a period of time within whitle challenger and challenged shall be
granted equal time to make their statements.



Section 6 - Report to Conventidn:case of an appeal of the Credentials Committekrigs, the
Credentials Committee shall report to the Conventiee name of the delegate or alternate who
it believes is entitled to participate in the Comtwen. A minority of the Committee on
Credentials may present a minority report of thallelnge to the Convention. When a number of
challenges are to be resolved, the Committee odddtels shall report on each in
alphabetical/numerical order by County or by pretin which the delegates or alternates being
challenged reside.

Section 7 - Convention Actiolthe Convention shall vote on the report of the Catte on
Credentials on each challenge being made. Thetreptire Committee on Credentials on each
challenge must be approved by a majority vote ef@bonvention before a delegate or alternate
being challenged may participate in the Conventdmchallenged delegate or alternate may
vote on the report of the Committee on Credentidih involves the delegate's challenge.

Article XI - Minority Reports

Upon a vote of 10% of the members of any Converfiommittee, a minority report of the
Committee shall be prepared and presented to theofwvention.

Article XlI - General Provisions

Section 1 - Code of low&he relevant sections of the Code of lowa eledws are made a
part of this Constitution. No provision of the Ctingion is meant to supersede or abrogate any
of the provisions of the Statutes of lowa.

Section 2 - Absentee Ballotdo voting by absentee or proxy ballot shall be pged at any
meeting or convention of the state, district, cguont precinct organizations or at any meeting of
any organization affiliated with and subordinatéhe lowa Democratic Party.

Section 3 - Secret Balldio secret ballots shall be used by elected reptatess at any
convention or central committee meeting.

Section 4 - Quorunmo convention shall elect delegates to the nexllesnvention in the
absence of a quorum of at least forty (40) peroéttie accredited delegates to the convention.

Section 5 - Open MeetingAll meetings of Democratic Central Committees amh¢&ntions,
and of their committees, shall be open in the sar@ener as an agency of the state government
is required to hold open meetings.

Section 6

Subsection A - Platform Committeds$te Platform Committees of the County, District,
and State Conventions shall be continuing bodiéer Ahe Convention, members upon
resignation may name their replacement and if fagyo do so, the Committee may elect a
replacement taking into consideration the requimsef Article VIII, Sections 1 and 2.

Duties: The duties of the Platform Committees fwllay conventions may include but are not
limited to:

1) Research of public statements, voting reconad,peerformance of official duties of elected
officials within their constituencies;

2) Factual research and development of proposaledcslative action in keeping with the lowa
Democratic Party Platform;



3) Gathering information on the developing senggsiorities of active Democrats within their
constituencies and giving guidance to the Demactagadership and to the Democratic
Legislators from within their constituencies regagdsuch priorities and legislative
developments;

4) Making preliminary preparations for the next @as/convention process of platform
development.

In these efforts, the Platform Committee shall wiorklose cooperation with their corresponding
Central Committee and elected Democratic legistaamid other public officials.

Subsection B - Rules Committe€be Rules Committees of the County, District, and
State Conventions shall work in consultation with bther convention committees to produce
fair and efficient rules for their convention.

Section 7 - Chartered Cityiny organization functioning as a Democratic Cign@al

Committee in a special chartered city shall be goe@ by this Constitution and the rules and
procedures of the lowa Democratic Party. The ratesprocedures of a City Central Committee
cannot be in conflict with the rules and procedwfkthe lowa Democratic Party with the
exception of those specifically covered by the lafvihe State of lowa.

Section 8 - AccessibilityWhere possible and giving priority to all Democtgiplling places,
caucus sites, district convention sites, state eotion sites, and meeting sites are to be totally
accessible to the handicapped.

Section 9 All County, District, and State Convention organgicommittees duly elected under
the applicable provisions of the Code of lowa, tanstitution and lowa Democratic Party By-
Laws shall publish a booklet containing the repoftthe Arrangements, Rules and
Nominations, Credentials, and Platform committees, such other information as may be
deemed necessary for the operation of the convenfible Arrangements committee shall cause
this booklet to be physically distributed as a pdpoklet or distributed in electronic format no
later than seven (7) days prior to the start ofct@vention. The Arrangements committee shall
have the option of publishing the booklet in elentc format under the following conditions:

A. A separate paper credential document, which shellide an alternate designation
form and instructions for obtaining a paper verabthe booklet, must be mailed to
each duly elected delegate to the convention. dieidential will be mailed no later
than fourteen (14) days prior to the start of thevention.

B. The electronic booklet will be published in a corpg platform-neutral format and
be easily available for public download. The crad# document will include
instructions for downloading the booklet.

C. The electronic booklet will under no circumstancetude any credential or alternate
designation documents. Possession of a conveintioklet without the appropriate
credential documents shall not constitute evidéhatthe possessor has been elected
as a delegate.

D. All convention committees publishing electronic kleds must provide paper copies
to any delegate on request no later than seveaafd prior to the start of the
convention. The credential document shall incluidgéructions informing delegates



how to obtain a paper copy of the booklet and &sponsible party to contact to get a
paper booklet.

E. Delegates who request a paper copy shall not hgetiany additional fees for a
printed booklet.

All convention committees who choose to publismi@d booklets rather than electronic
booklets shall continue to include their crederdiatuments and alternate designation forms
with their booklets and shall continue to distridtiteir booklets by physical means as described
above.

Article XllI - Affiliated Organizations

Section 1 - Terms of AffiliationQrganizations subordinate to and affiliated with State
Central Committee, or any County Central Committeay be recognized and encouraged,
provided written consent of the State Central Cottamiand the appropriate County Central
Committee is obtained.

Section 2 - Youth Caucusdswa Democratic Party Youth Caucuses may be crdatpcdbmote
and encourage the ideals of the lowa Democratity PEne lowa Democratic Youth Caucuses
may organize activities, formulate viewpoints, eidampaigns, and aid in any other functions
to the betterment of the lowa Democratic Party.

Article XIV - Amendments

This Constitution may be amended at any State Guioreby a majority vote of the accredited
delegates assembled in the Convention. All propaseehdments must be in writing and
submitted by an elected delegate to the State Gwiove and be delivered to the State Chair not
less than thirty (30) days prior to the State Cotiod, and be included in the convention
booklet distributed to all delegates to the Statev@ntion.

Article XV - By-Laws

Section 1 - Adoption and AmendmeBy:laws of the lowa Democratic Party shall be
adopted/amended by a majority vote of the Statdr@e@ommittee following at least three
weeks notice (of the proposed by-laws, the timethedglace of the meeting) to all members of
the State Central Committee and its officers, analltCounty Central Committee Chairs and
Vice-Chairs. They can also be amended as is timst@ation as in Article XIV.

Section 2 - Scop®y-Laws shall be in conformity with the provisioatthis Constitution, shall

be designed to advance the purposes of the lowaEraic Party as stated in the Preamble, and
shall not abridge the right of precinct caucusesyentions, convention subcommittees,
convention caucuses, central committees, and ¢eatmamittee subcommittees to elect their
own leadership and representatives - but they pagify procedural rules, committee roles, and
leadership roles to be observed by those grougsnitite party.



